Sample Quiz


What you’ll be given:

1. Seven Years’ War
2. Townshend Acts
3. Boston Tea Party
4. Coercive Acts


What you should turn in (this is just a model, your answers should be a little more fleshed out):

Introduction
In the decades leading up to the American Revolution, colonists became increasingly frustrated by British attempts to exert greater control over the colonies. These attempts were driven in large part by England’s need to recoup financial losses incurred during the Seven Years’ War and its aftermath. The colonies strongly opposed these measures and England was forced to repeal several of them. In the end, however, outrage at what were widely perceived as England’s unfair policies united the colonies and helped pave the way to the Revolution. 

The Seven Years' War (1754-1763) was the first truly global war. In it the British and the French competed to be the world's foremost imperial power. In the course of the war, the British won vast new territories, including Canada, formerly French areas east of the Mississippi River and formerly Spanish territory in Florida. Financing the administration of these areas was expensive and required new sources of income. The war itself had been expensive, too, and left the British seriously in debt. In order to deal with their new financial obligations, the British began to tax various goods more heavily.

The Townshend Acts were a series of British acts of Parliament passed during 1767 and 1768 dealing with the British colonies in America. They placed an indirect tax on glass, lead, paints, paper, and tea, all of which had to be imported from Britain. These taxes were introduced after the failure of the Stamp Act of 1765, which was the first direct tax imposed on the colonies. However, the import duties proved to be similarly controversial. Colonial indignation over the acts was expressed in John Dickinson's Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania and in the Massachusetts Circular Letter. There was widespread protest, and American port cities refused to import British goods, so Parliament began to partially repeal the Townshend duties

The Boston Tea Party took place on December 16, 1773 in Boston, Massachusetts. It was an American colonial protest against the British attempt to tax the colonies after the Seven Year’s War. Coming in the wake of the failure of the Stamp Act and the Townshend Acts, the Tea Act, passed by Parliament in 1773, allowed the British East India Company to sell tea at cut-rate prices but still tax the colonists. In frustration the colonists dumped 342 chests of tea into the harbor, the first major act of resistance on the part of the colonies.


